TOWN BOARD MEETING

February 8, 2011

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Leonard Govern and Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt,

OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Brett Cowen – Attorney Wood’s Office, Gil Williams, David Cornwall – DEC

RESOLUTION #12
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd approving the minutes of January 11, 2011 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:
David Cornwall of New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Fishery Division approached the Board stating his department is ready to move forward with fishing access along the Town of Walton’s property.  Mr. Cornwall stated they hope to get started in the spring with an area for four to six cars and two benches.


Councilman Armstrong questioned where exactly you would gain access to the parking area?  Mr. Cornwall first stated along the river from Route 206.  Highway Superintendent Geidel pointed out that there is not enough room for a vehicle along the river.  Mr. Cornwall stated they could also gain access off of Water Street.

RESOLUTION #13
FISHING ACCESS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd granting permission for a fishing access to be constructed on the Town of Walton’s property along the Delaware River and to allow Supervisor Dolph and Attorney Wood permission to enter into a contract with the NYS DEC.  All in favor, motion carried.

Gil Williams approached the Board asking if they would consider providing a tax exemption to Senior Citizens in the Town and Village of Walton just as they provide an exemption to veterans.

Supervisor Dolph stated he understands Mr. Williams concerns but felt if the town gave exemptions to this group there would be more groups requesting the same.  “We try to keep the taxes down for everyone.”

Councilman Armstrong stated he would not want to pass more of a tax burden from one group to another, stating there are a lot of people in the same situation.

Councilwoman Boyd stated the format is flawed as well and just being a senior citizen does not mean you are necessarily on a fixed income.  She felt it would be more fair to offer an exemption based on an income or poverty level but would decline offering an exemption.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that he would be placing an annual bid notice for gravel, crushed stone, and sluice pipes.

Requested permission to purchase from State Bid a Dodge cab and chassis truck in the amount of $38,113.13.  This would replace the 2004 Ford 550 truck.  Superintendent Geidel stated he would use parts from the Ford 550 to be placed on the new truck but would need to purchase a new plow.

Supervisor Dolph questioned if a newer truck would have to be sent out for repairs.  Superintendent Geidel stated, yes, we do not have the tools for the computers.  Supervisor Dolph questioned what would be done with the old truck?  Superintendent Geidel stated it would be sold or auctioned off.

RESOLUTION #14

PURCHASE OF NEW DODGE TRUCK

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd granting permission to purchase a Dodge cab and chassis truck from State Bid at the price of $38,113.13.  All in favor, motion carried.

Superintendent Geidel brought the topic up on the cold storage building bid received back in December.  Supervisor Dolph stated he would like to make a decision on this matter. “We held it off last month because there was not a full board, we still don’t have a full board.”  Supervisor Dolph stated it’s not fair to the bidder to keep him waiting.

Councilwoman Boyd stated she had reservations about it.  She felt it is a bad time of year to build something and felt the Board agreed to put money away but did not agree to build a building. “I don’t think it’s fiscally conservative to spend money on that building right now.”

Councilman Armstrong questioned what fund the money would be taken from?  Supervisor Dolph stated it would come from the A Fund.  

Supervisor Dolph felt the bid was a very good price and building a cold storage building would help extend the life of our equipment. “My opinion, I think we need to go ahead and do it.”

Superintendent Geidel stated the building would not start until the Spring and keeping equipment outside takes a toll on the hydraulics and takes a little extra work to get them going.

A discussion took place over a completed building, verses one with just posts and a roof, as well as if the contractor would hold to the bid price and start work in the spring.  

MOTION DEFEATED
COLD STORAGE BUILDING
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to award the bid to Chenango-Broome Construction for the construction of post and roof only for $44,900.00. Vote: Aye – Armstrong & Dolph, Noes -  Boyd . Motion Defeated

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:





Reported that I am 69% collected in taxes.

Reported that I have the motor vehicle log record and monthly report from the Dog Control Officer on file in my office for those wishing to view it.

Reported that upon receipt of an email from NYSEG on an Energy Efficiency Program, I contacted NYSEG and requested the Town of Walton receive a free energy assessment and possible funding towards lighting upgrades.  I explained to the Board that this was a free assessment and if the town is eligible we could receive 70% of the cost of recommended lighting upgrades from the program.  I explained at no time was the town obligated to participate if they did not agree to the recommendation report that will be provided.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported on a letter received from the Deposit Event Committee requesting organizations to participate in their 200th birthday celebration parade.

Reported on the Monthly Supervisor Reports.

Reported that he has contacted JNS requesting information as to when Verizon would come onto our cell tower.  He was told Verizon is interested by have not set a date yet.

Councilman Armstrong questioned, where do we stand on the employee handbook?  Supervisor Dolph stated he was in the process of sending the company a letter requesting a refund.  He will supply the Board with a copy of that letter.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Supervisor Dolph stated he has been talking with the Village of Walton on more shared services.

OLD BUSINESS:



Councilwoman Boyd stated she feels there needs to be a plan to move forward with the a cold storage building.  “We need to talk to the contractor with the terms of the contract, it makes me feel uncomfortable that no other contractors bid and we have nothing to compare it to. Especially, when the comparisons you made, he was extremely low, that is usually a dangerous signal or tells you something is different.”  She suggested getting information going forward and a commitment from a contractor or contractors who we know are valid so that we can move forward with a conservative plan if that is what the whole Board decides to do.

Supervisor Dolph stated it was not fair to the original bidder that already showed his hand. He suggested leaving it up to the Highway Committee who can come up with a plan and bring it back to the Board.  We have already put money aside and we have received bids before where only one person bid.

Councilman Armstrong suggested contacting the bidder to see if the price is still good.

Councilwoman Boyd questioned if we have the right to accept this bid or was the bid rejected tonight?  Supervisor Dolph stated this bid was rejected tonight.

Superintendent Geidel stated the bidder has been building these buildings for 40 years and had built the majority of the buildings in the Sidney Industrial Park.  Supervisor Dolph stated he checked with the Sidney IDA and they were all very happy with the work he has done.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #15

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Boyd, seconded by Armstrong approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#18-45

$12,398.67


General OV B

#





General Hwy DA
#1-14

$61,283.68





OV Hwy DB

#2-3

$24,313.73

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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