TOWN BOARD MEETING

August 9, 2011
6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd,  Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Leonard Govern
OTHERS PRESENT:
R. A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, David Stanton, Jen Stanton, Rhonda Stanton, Deb Hunt, Bea Bennett, Clayton Stanton, Alan MacGibbon, Maureen Wacha, Bill Willis, Keath Davis, Karen Kellogg, Tracy Kellogg, Jeff Kellogg, Joyce Hickman, Mary Carlson, and Lillian Browne-Burdick-Delaware Times
RESOLUTION #64
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd approving the minutes of July 12, 2011 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported on South River Road stating he is still waiting for reimbursement on the engineering fees.

Reported that all the paperwork has been submitted for the Hazardous Mitigation Grant to relocate South River Road and the removal of the Beers Brook culvert in the sum of $525,000.00 with a 25% local match in which he believes will be in-kind service.
Reported that the permit has been received for the MacGibbon Mine and work has started.

Reported that a draft plan from the CWC has been received for a replacement culvert on Walton Mountain Road and the Attorney is currently reviewing it.

Reported that the Town of Walton has been awarded a pickup truck from the Federal Surplus program to be used by the Walton Code Officer. He will go and pick it up tomorrow.

Reported that he has put a request in for a grader and 2 loaders from the Federal Surplus program. He informed the Board that the 1987 surplus Case Dozer was sold at auction in the amount of $13,300.00.  He stated with the sale of the dozer it would more than pay for the grader and 2 loaders.

RESOLUTION #65

SALE OF 1987 CASE 1450B BULLDOZER
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to accept the bid of $13,300.00 for the 1987 Case 1450B Bulldozer that was declared surplus and no longer needed.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that the bid opening for the Left Pines Brook Stream Management Grant will be held on August 15, 2011 at 9:00 a.m.  He asked for permission to have Supervisor Dolph approve the lowest bidder after approval from Soil and Water in lieu of holding a special Board meeting due to the time constraint involved.
RESOLUTION #66
PERMISSION FOR SUPERVISOR TO APPROVE LEFT PINES BROOK BID RESULT

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez, seconded by Armstrong granting Supervisor Dolph permission to approve the lowest bidder for the Left Pines Brook project after review and approval from Soil and Water and Attorney Wood.  All in favor, motion carried.


Reported that he met with the PAC/PAL Team for the DR1993 declared event.  He anticipates a possible hazardous mitigation with FEMA for the Fish Hollow culvert.


He thanked the towns of Colchester, Hamden, Sidney, and Tompkins for their help with sealing the Town of Walton roads.


He provided an update on the Fish Hollow culvert project stating the DEC has denied the permit. They are not in agreement with the proposed design provided by Soil and Water.  We have sent a response to the DEC on the denial and are currently waiting for a response.

Supervisor Dolph at this time read the letter sent to the DEC. He stated, “Unfortunately we can’t work without a permit, and I understands the concerns and problems in providing medical and fire vehicles without sending them out and around. We are working on it but we don’t want the DEC to step in and tell us what to do on every situation.”  

Councilman Armstrong stated what would have cost approximately $50,000 now could cost $400,000 - $500,000.


Councilman Armstrong thanked Superintendent Geidel for all his work obtaining the MacGibbon mining permit.
FLOOR TIME:



Karen Kellogg –Fish Hollow Road questioned if the Town would install a temporary bridge?  Supervisor Dolph stated in order to install a temporary bridge we would have to open everything up and fear that DEC would then suggest installing a permanent bridge at that point.  Mrs. Kellogg questioned if they should hire a lawyer?  Supervisor Dolph suggest waiting until a response is received from the DEC.

Superintendent Geidel stated if a temporary plank bridge was installed he feared it would washout.
Mr. Kellogg stated, “If the DEC is going to regulate it, they should pay for it.”
David Stanton suggested involving Assemblyman Crouch and Senator Bonacic.

Jeff Kellogg requested a copy of the letter received from and sent to the DEC.
Alan MacGibbon presented a petition to the Board of residents on Marvin Hollow Road opposed to the rally race.

Maureen Wacha – Chamber of Commerce stated the chamber tried to conduct an economic benefit analysis a couple of years ago on the rally race amongst the Walton merchants.  She stated this was difficult because some merchants did not place dollar amounts on the cards provided.  So she then went around to the merchants and did an informal survey to find most of those in favor of the rally would not come forward in fear of losing local customers.  Ms. Wacha stated we need to bring people to our community and help the struggling business owners.  “Some complain about being inconvenienced for a couple of hours during the race but try getting out of my driveway on South Street during fair week. You build your day around it.” 
John Holley – Dunkhill Road spoke in favor of the race and stated many of those complaining about the race are not the same people he sees purchasing their groceries at the Walton Big M.  He stated that Ken Block who raced in the first rally in Walton is now a known national racer.  This is what may bring people back to this area to purchase homes and open businesses.

David Stanton – Armstrong Road thanked Ivan Orisek for continually coming back with all the negativity.  He stated he conducted his own petition and received over 50 signatures of those in favor of the race.  He did not supply the Board with this petition but said he would get it to them.  He requested that the public just state the facts when speaking against the race.
Jen Stanton – Village of Walton, read a statement to the Board stating change is needed in Walton.  “We should be labeled the push capitol because we push everything away”.  “Grow up and live not grow up and leave”.  She informed the Board about some research and found a statement that rally racing has finally come out of the woods and is ready for main-street. Vote yes!
Mary Carlson – Dunk Hill Road spoke in opposition stating the noise is horrendous and the people are disrespectful.  She begged the Board not to approve the race.

Mary Jenniton – owner of West 38 stated the races are good for business and it is a good shot in the arm for my business and staff.
Bea Bennett thanked Supervisor Dolph for helping her to accomplish her project of getting the fire hydrants painted.  She stated Supervisor Dolph was able to obtain paint and organize with Milt Brock of Delaware Opportunities to gather a work crew to get the job done.
John Holley – Dunk Hill Road informed the Board that while the highway department was working on Dunk Hill they failed to have flagmen.  He stated this was very dangerous and witnesses the grater operator trying to slow traffic himself.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that a check was received from Robinson Bros. auction for green mats that had been sold.  It is believe this was received in error and have made arraignments for its return. 

Received a FOIL request for blue prints of County Route 21.  This will be forward to Delaware County Public Works Commissioner, Wayne Reynolds as we do not have this information at the town level.

Reported that a Shared Service Contract has been received from the Village of Delhi for the hydroseeder.

Reported that there will not be a primary in the Town of Walton for 2011.

Reported that the Dog Control Officers monthly report is available in my office for those wishing to review it.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported that those wishing to participate in the Delaware County Fair float needs to contact him as soon as possible.

Reported that a letter has been received from Soil and Water informing the town that they have been awarded another grant.

Reported that currently Watershed Agricultural Council (WAC) easements are taxed only on the portion of assessment not subject to an agricultural assessment.  He recommends approving the proposed resolution to have the City pay the proportional taxes on the entire land assessment.

RESOLUTION #67

WAC TAX ASSESSMENT AGREEMENT


WHEREAS, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (“NYCDEP”) is continuing to implement a land acquisition program in the watershed of the New York City water supply (“Watershed”) as part of a comprehensive watershed protection program intended to protect the City’s water supply; and


WHEREAS, as part of the land acquisition program, the NYCDEP will continue to provide funding to the Watershed Agricultural Council for the purpose of acquiring Watershed Agricultural Easements; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the Draft Water Supply Permit #0-9999-00051/00001 issued by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (“NYSDEC”), New York State is amending Article 5, Title 4-A of the Real Property Tax Law (“RPTL”) to subject Watershed Agricultural Easements acquired on or after January 1, 2011 to taxation for all purposes; and


WHEREAS, in order to implement the above-mentioned the tax assessment on Watershed Agricultural Easements prior to the adoption by the State Legislature of the amendment to Article 5, Title 4-A of RPTL, the Town of Walton must enter into an Agreement with the NYCDEP that allows the Town to modify the procedure by which taxes are assessed on Watershed Agricultural Easements acquired on or after January 1, 2011 but prior to the date on which the proposed amendments to Article 5, Title 4-A of the RPTL are passed into law; and


WHEREAS, it is understood that taxes on any Watershed Agricultural Easements that closed prior to January 1, 2011 shall continue to be assessed and paid in accordance with Article 5, Title 4-A of the RPTL as amended;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town Board authorizes the Town Supervisor to execute the Agreement with the NYCDEP governing payments in place of real property taxes for Watershed Agricultural Easements acquired by the Watershed Agricultural Council which closed on or after January 1, 2011.

WHEREUPON, the Resolution was put to a vote and the following result recorded:


In Favor __4__

Opposed ______

Absent __1____


ADOPTD:

Supervisor:

DOLPH

AYE




Councilman:

ARMSTRONG
AYE








BOYD


AYE








GOVERN

ABSENT








RODRIEGUEZ
AYE




Reported that notification for an OSHA training on September





14th & 15th at Morrisville State College, Norwich





Reported that the Town of Walton Judge Paul Laauser is seeking permission to apply for a Justice Court Assistance Grant in the amount of $30,000 for a security system.

RESOLUTION #68

JUSTICE COURT ASSISTANCE GRANT




A motion was made by Rodriguez, seconded by Boyd granting Judge Paul Laauser permission to apply for a Justice Court Assistance Grant in the amount of $30,000 for the Town of Walton.  All in favor, motion carried.





Reported on the Supervisor Financial Reports.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Armstrong requested to declare the following items surplus that is no longer needed at the Town of Walton Highway Department:

1 -  2004 Ford F550 flatbed truck 

1- Fischer snowplow

1- Salt/sand spreader

1- Truck cap

RESOLUTION #69

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT SUPRLUS ITEMS

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez, seconded by Boyd granting permission to surplus 1 - 2004 Ford F550 flatbed truck, 1- Fischer snowplow, 1- salt/sand spreader, 1- truck cap of which items are no longer needed by the Town of Walton Highway Department. All in favor motion carried.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #70

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#164-185
$11,466.06


General OV B

#77-86

$  3,355.14




General Hwy DA
#7-8

$       21.86




OV Hwy DB

#26-35

$394,381.60
RESOLUTION #71

EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez to enter into executive session for the purpose of union negotiations.  All in favor, motion carried.

Entered at 6:55 p.m.

Regular session at 7:25 p.m. with no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned.





Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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