TOWN BOARD MEETING
July 14, 2014
6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Leonard Govern, Patty Wood, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt. Walt Geidel, Town Clerk Ronda Williams and Attorney Sean Becker of Cowen Law Firm
OTHERS PRESENT:


Stephen Dutcher, Dave Cornwell and Lillian Browne - The Walton Reporter
RESOLUTION #73
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the minutes of June, 9 2014 and June 19, 2014 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:


Mr. Cornwell approached the Board about his concern with the Mental Health Facility.  Mr. Cornwell feels that keeping the facility here in Walton depreciates the home values.  He questioned if the Board has done an economic study to determine the benefits of keeping mental health here?

Supervisor Dolph explained that the facility has been here over 20 years and with Walton having lower rents then surrounding towns, it makes Walton more affordable.  Supervisor Dolph stated that mental health has never been an issue before but feels with the increase in drug activity that it has become more noticeable.


Mr. Cornwell questioned why is Rolling V here?  He felt someone was making money off it.  “I would think we would want to attract good people.”  Councilwoman Wood commented that she does not believe that it’s the facility that attracts the people but more so the multi-family housing.  She stated mental health is here because we have the hospital here.


Councilman Armstrong stated that he had the Town Clerk look into the number of sex offenders in Walton versus other towns and we have no more than other towns our size.   He stated he agreed with Councilwoman Wood.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt stated that 1 in 3 people are on welfare and Delaware County being the welfare capital of the state. “New York State is a magnet for people that can’t make it elsewhere.”


Councilman Armstrong questioned if moving mental health is the answer?  Supervisor Dolph stated no, people need to report fraud just as they are calling the hotline and helping fight the drug issue.


The Board was in agreement that this is not just a Walton issue and needs to be addressed at a State and Federal level.


Supervisor Dolph brought up two issues, one where he thanked the Sheriff’s Department for their recent drug bust.  He stated, “We as a town and community need to step up and report illegal activity.”

Supervisor Dolph read a letter from Eugene Matures explaining that Mr. Matures brought up charges against the Code Enforcement Officer and resident John Robinson.  He explained that Mr. Matures wanted an explanation on what was printed in an article written by the Walton Reporter referring to a “Sticky Situation”.  Supervisor Dolph stated this was referring to the court case where the Town was cleared of all charges.  Supervisor Dolph indicated that he had turned the letter over to the Sheriff’s Department because he felt the letter was threatening.

CODE ENFORCEMENT/DOG CONTROL:

Reported that the property owner on East River Road, who is in violation of the property maintenance law, will be served by an outside source. 


Supervisor Dolph commented on a Letter to the Editor in the Walton Report on how the town is creating new laws for this issue.  He stated, this is not the case, we are following laws already on the books but if the town needs to provide the maintenance, we can get reimbursed by adding it to the property owners’ taxes.
SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:





Reported that the “No Dumping” signs have arrived and question 



where else the Board would like them to be placed.





Reported that the bids have been opened for the excavator and 



 parking lot. Councilman Armstrong will provide this report.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:





Reported on my monthly financial report.





Reported that I have received the annual Humane Society and 



Town of Walton Agreement.

RESOLUTION #74

HCHS ANNUAL CONTRACT

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Govern approving the contract between the Humane Society and the Town of Walton as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that an inspection by the Department of Agriculture and Markets on the dog shelter has been returned “Satisfactory”.

Reported that notification has been received from the NYS Department of Labor that all safety violations have been corrected.
Reported that I am in receipt of the 2013 Financial Audit for the Walton Fire District.
Reported that Councilman Govern has brought to my attention a multi-use business card for all the town officials.  The Board was in agreement to purchase the cards.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported that two letters have been received requested speed to be lowered on Lower Third Brook, Seely Wood and Upper East Brook Road.  It was the Boards consensus to submit the documentation to the State for a study to be performed.

RESOLUTION #75

REDUCTION IN SPEED FOR TOWN ROADS


A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by Wood granting permission to submit documentation to NYS for a speed study to be performed on Lower Third Brook, Seely Wood Road and Upper East Brook Road.  All in favor, motion carried.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #76

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilwoman Wood, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#122-144
$    9,379.29


General OV B

#12

$        80.00




General Hwy DA
#80-90

$  17,847.76 




OV Hwy DB

#16-22

$336,076.22
COMMITTEE REPORT:
Councilman Armstrong questioned if everyone was in agreement with the Employee Handbook changes as presented.  All members were in agreement to move forward with the adoption and printing.

RESOLUTION #77

EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the Employee Handbook and grant permission for Public Sector to print and supply to the Town of Walton.  All in favor, motion carried.





Councilman Armstrong presented the bid results to the Board.
	
	2014 Excavator Bids Results
	

	Company
	Anderson Equip
	Contractor Sales
	Vantage Equip
	

	Bid Amount
	$89,444.00
	$89,900.00
	$80,710
	

	Make
	Takeuchi
	Link Belt
	Volvo
	

	Model
	TB1140CS
	135 MSR
	EC160CL
	

	Year
	2010
	2011
	2007
	

	Hours
	1950 Approx
	2099
	4500 Approx
	

	Warrantee
	60 Day/200 Hr
	60 Day
	60 Day
	

	Non Collusive
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	

	Meet Specs.
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	

	
	Parking Lot Bid Results
	
	

	Company
	Cobleskill Stone
	FAHS Company
	Delaware Bulldozing
	T&M Excavating

	Option #1
	$18,672.58
	$27,490.00 
	$30,400.00 
	$19,300.00 

	Option #2
	$12,922.58 
	$19,299.00 
	$22,390.00 
	$15,700.00 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Upon the recommendation of the Highway Committee, it was decided to table the Excavator bid results for further review.
After discussion on the parking lot bid results as to whether or not to make repairs or replace the entire lot, it was decided that the Senator Bonacic grant money would be used to replace the entire parking lot.

RESOLUTION#78

PARKING LOT BID AWARD
A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Govern granting permission to award the parking lot bid results to Cobleskill Stone with option 2 as the successful low bidder.  Aye, Govern, Rodriguez-Betancourt, Wood, Dolph, Nay – Armstrong, Motion carried.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams






Town Clerk
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