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TOWN BOARD MEETING 

November 9, 2020 

6:00 P.M. 

 

 

PRESENT: Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Leonard Govern, Luis 

Rodriguez-Betancourt, Patty Wood, Supervisor Joseph Cetta, 

Attorney Carly Walas and Town Clerk Ronda Williams 

 

ABSENT: Supt. Of Highway Jeff Offnick 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Walter Geidel  

 

The Town of Walton meeting was held virtually due to the increase in COVID 19 cases.  Persons 

wishing to speak in favor or against the 2021 proposed budget where provided with a link to the 

meeting. 

 

 

Supervisor Cetta opened the Public Hearing on the 2021 proposed 

budget. The proposed budget is down $9,888 from the 2020 

budgeted amount of $2,050,459 with a tax levy increase of 1%.  

 

No comments were received. 

 

RESOLUTION #112 CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by 

Armstrong to close the public hearing at 6:02 P.M. after no public 

comment was received.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

FLOOR TIME: 

 

None 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #113 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  

 A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by 

Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the minutes of October 5 and 

October 19, 2020 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT: 

 

Town of Walton 

Code Enforcement Office 

Stephen L. Dutcher, CFM 

 

Monthly Summary Report 
Month of October 2020 

 

        

Building Permits Issued              7 

Building Inspections Completed 26   

Fire Inspections Completed  0   

Notices of Violation Issued  0  

Tickets Issued    0   

Certificates Issued    7   

Complaints Received   0   
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Floodplain Development 

Permits Issued   0   

CO Searches    9 

 
 

Code Enforcement Officer Dutcher added that the number of 

permits issued are a little low compared to last year. 

 

DOG CONTROL REPORT: 

 

Martin J. Way, Jr.                                                                                                              

Town of Walton, Dog Control                                                                                          

129 North Street  

Walton, New York 13845 

October 2020 Report  

 

COMPLAINT     2 

DOG SEIZED     0 

 RETURNED TO OWNER  0 

DANGEROUS DOGS            0 

TICKETS ISSUED    0 

TOTAL REDEMPION FEES   0 

HELP REQUESTED    1 

MILEAGE      28 Miles 

 
Councilwoman Wood questioned if added a cumulative $10.00 

fee for each month a dog license is late would help with the 

number of past due licenses?  The Board was willing to look into 

options to pursue getting the number of past due licenses under 

control.  Attorney Walas will review our current laws and fees 

and report back to the Board. 

 

 

 
ASSESSOR REPORT: 

 

 

No report  
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SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT: 

 

 

Councilman Armstrong stated he would like to look into the 

enforcement options of driveway permits.  Code Enforcement 

Dutcher stated the Highway Department is the one responsible 

with approving such permits and he will education himself on the 

enforcement side of the law and bring back to the Board. 

 

Reported that he spoke with Patrick from Northern Crushing and 

stated Patrick plans to begin crushing this week. 

 

Reported the permits have been received for two more sites that 

need repair following the DR 4397 event, both being on Beers 

Brook Road. 

 

Reported that the crew has been working to prepare the fleet for 

winter operations, we had a chance to test most of the equipment 

and there were no major issues. 

 

Requested permission to hire wing operator persons for the 

upcoming winter season.  He is requesting the following 

individuals on an as needed basis, stating he may not need to 

utilize all of them, depending on the need and winter ahead. 

 

Richard Doig 

Mike Harrington 

Steve Condon 

Kylee Wiggans 

Nathan Banks 

Thomas Donovan 

Richard DuMond Sr. 

 

RESOLUTION #114  HIRE OF SEASONAL EMPLOYEES 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by 

Govern approving the hiring of seasonal employees on an as 

needed basis for the upcoming winter plowing season at a rate of 

$13.00/hour.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 

 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT: 

 

 

Financial Reports will be provided upon completion.   

 

I informed the Board of the webinar I attended on behalf of the 

Town of Walton for NYS Public employer Mandatory Emergency 

Plan on October 7, 2020.  I explained that this plan must be 

finalized by April 1, 2021. The Committee and Attorney Walas 

will work on drafting a plan. 

 

I informed that Board that with the help of Councilwoman Wood, 

I have forwarded the Opportunity Zone portfolio to the Delaware 

County Planning Department so they may apply for available 

grants. 

 

I reported that we currently have 74 dog licenses past due. 
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: 

 

 

Supervisor Cetta presented a signed copy from the landowner of 

the MacGibbon Quarry Lease Agreement. The agreement was to 

extend the current agreement by one year, thus terminating on 

October 1, 2022. 

 

RESOLUTION #115  MACGIBBON QUARRY LEASE EXTENSION 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Wood, seconded by 

Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept a quarry lease agreement 

extension to October 1, 2022 between Mark W. MacGibbon and 

Gayla N. MacGibbon of 25321 State Highway 10, Walton, NY 

and the Town of Walton Highway Department. All in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #116  ADOPT 2021 BUDGET 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by Wood 

to approve and adopt the 2021 Budget. This budget will bring a 

1% tax levy increase resulting in $1,291,564 up from $1,278,752 

from 2020. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

 

RESOLUTION #117 AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO 

SIGN A CONTRACT FOR SHARED HIGHWAY 

SERVICE ON BEHALF OF THE TOWN OF WALTON 

 
At the regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Walton duly held at 

The Town Hall, 129 North Street, Walton, NY on the 9th day of November, 2020. 

 

 Present: Joseph Cetta    Town Supervisor 

   Kevin Armstrong   Council Member 

   Patty Wood    Council Member 

   Leonard Govern   Council Member 

   Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt  Council Member 

   Ronda Williams   Town Clerk 

 

The following resolution was offered for adoption by Councilman Armstrong, which resolution 

was seconded by Wood. 

 

Resolution authorizing the Town Supervisor to sign a contract on behalf of the Town of Walton 

to permit the highway department head to share services with the highway department head in 

other municipalities who possess similar authorization for borrowing or lending of materials and 

supplies and the exchanging, leasing, renting or maintaining of machinery and equipment, 

including the operators thereof, for the purpose of aiding the highway department head in the 

performance of his duties. 

 

WHEREAS, all municipalities, including the Town of Walton have power and authority to 

contract for the purpose of renting, leasing, exchanging, borrowing or maintaining of machinery 

and equipment, with or without operators, with other municipalities, and: 

 

WHEREAS, all municipalities, including the Town of Walton, have power and authority to 

borrow or lend materials and supplies to other municipalities, and; 

 

WHEREAS, it is hereby determined that the Town of Walton and other municipalities have 

machinery and equipment which is not used during certain periods, and; 
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WHEREAS, it is determined that the Town of Walton and other municipalities often have 

materials and supplies on hand which are not immediately needed, and; 

 

WHEREAS, it is hereby determined that by renting, borrowing, exchanging, leasing or 

maintaining highway machinery and equipment and the borrowing or lending of materials and 

supplies, the Town of Walton and other municipalities may avoid the necessity of purchasing 

certain needed highway machinery and equipment and the purchasing of or storing a large 

inventory of certain extra materials and supplies, thereby saving the taxpayers money, and; 

 

WHEREAS, it is recognized and determined, from a practical working arrangement, that no 

program of borrowing, exchanging, leasing, renting or maintaining of Highway machinery and 

equipment or borrowing or lending of materials can be successful if each individual arrangement 

or agreement has to receive prior approval by the Board of the Town of Walton and the governing 

board of each of the other municipalities which may be parties to such agreement, since such 

agreements must often be made on short notice and at times when governing boards are not in 

session, and; 

 

WHEREAS, it is incumbent upon each municipality to design a simple method whereby 

materials and supplies, equipment and machinery, including the operators hereof, may be 

obtained or maintained with a minimum of paperwork and inconvenience and with swift 

approval process, and; 

 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Town of Walton to give the Highway Superintendent the 

authority to enter into renting, exchanging, borrowing, lending or maintaining arrangements with 

persons serving in similar capacities in other municipalities without the necessity of obtaining 

approval of the Board of the Town of Walton prior to the making of each individual 

arrangements, and; 

 

WHEREAS, a standard contract has been prepared which is expected to be adopted and placed 

into effect in other municipalities, and will grant the person holding the position comparable to 

that of Highway Superintendent, authority to make similar arrangements, and; 

 

WHEREAS, it is hereby determined that it will be in the interest of the Town of Walton to be a 

party to such shared service arrangements: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to 

sign on behalf of the Town of Walton, the following contract:  

 

1.  For purposes of this contract, the following terms shall be defined as follows: 

 

 a. “Municipality” shall mean any city, county, town or village which has agreed to be 

bound by a contact for shared services or equipment similar in terms and effect with the contract 

set forth herein, and has filed a copy of said contract with the clerk of the undersigned city, 

county, town or village. 

 

 b. “Contract” shall mean the text of this agreement which is similar in terms and effect 

with comparable agreements, notwithstanding that each such contract is signed only by the Chief 

Executive Officer of each participating municipality filing the same, and upon such filing each 

filing municipality accepts the terms of the contract to the same degree and effect as if each Chief 

Executive Officer has signed each individual contract. 

 

 c. “Shared Services” shall mean any service provided by one municipality for another 

municipality that is consistent with the purpose and intent of this contract and shall include but 

not be limited to: 

 

i. the renting, exchanging, or lending of highway machinery, tools and 

equipment, with or without operators 

 

ii. the borrowing or lending of supplies between municipalities on a 

temporary basis conditioned upon the replacement of such supplies or 

conditioned upon the obtaining of equal value through the provision of a 
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service by the borrower, the value of which is equal to the borrowed 

supplies; 

 

iii. The providing of a specific service for another municipality, 

conditioned on such other municipality providing a similar service, or a 

service of equal value, in exchange; 

 

iv. The maintenance of machinery or equipment by municipality for other 

municipalities. 

 

 d. “Superintendent” shall mean, in the case of a city, the head of the Department of Public 

Works; in the case of a county. The County Superintendent of Highways, or the person having 

the power and authority to perform the duties generally performed by the County 

Superintendents of Highways; in the case of a town, the Town Superintendent of Highways and 

in the case of a village, the Superintendent of Public Works. 

 

2 The undersigned municipality has caused this agreement to be executed and to bind itself to 

the terms of this contract and it will consider this contract to be applicable to any municipality 

which has approved a similar contract and filed such contract with the Clerk of the undersigned 

municipality. 

 

3. The undersigned municipality by this agreement grants unto the Superintendent, the authority 

to enter into any shared service arrangements with any other municipality or other municipalities 

subject to the following terms and conditions: 

 

 a. The Town of Walton agrees to rent or exchange or borrow from any municipally any 

and all materials, machinery and equipment, with or without operators, which it may need for 

the purposes of the Town of Walton.  The determination as to whether such machinery, with or 

without operators, is needed by the Town of Walton, shall be made by the Superintendent.  The 

value of the materials or supplies borrowed from another municipality under this agreement may 

be returned in the form of similar types and amounts of materials or supplies, or by the supply 

of equipment or the giving of services of equal value, to be determined by mutual agreement of 

the respective Superintendents. 

 

 b. The Town of Walton agrees to rent, exchange or lend to any municipality any and all 

materials, machinery and equipment, with or without operators. Which such municipality may 

need for its purposes.  The determination as to whether such machinery or material is available 

for renting, exchanging or lending shall be made by the Superintendent.  In the event the 

Superintendent determines that it will be in the best interest of the Town of Walton to lend to 

another municipality, the Superintendent is hereby authorized to lend to another municipality.  

The value of supplies or materials loaned to another municipality may be returned to the Town 

of Walton. By the borrowing municipality in the form of similar types and amounts of materials 

or supplies, or by the use of equipment or receipt of services of equal value, to be determined by 

the respective Superintendents. 

 

 c. The Town of Walton agrees to repair or maintain machinery or equipment for any city, 

county, town, or village under terms that may be agreed upon by the Superintendent, upon such 

terms as may be determined by the Superintendent. 

 

 d. An operator of equipment rented or loaned to another municipality, when operating 

such equipment for the borrowing municipality shall be subject to the directions and control of 

the Superintendent of the borrowing municipality in relation to the manner in which the work is 

to be completed.  However, the method by which the machine is to be operated shall be 

determined by the operator. 

 

 e. When receiving the services of an operator with a machine or equipment, the receiving 

Superintendent shall make no request of any operator which would be inconsistent with any labor 

agreement.  All machinery and the operator, for purposes of Workers Compensation, liability 

and any other relationship with third parties, shall be considered the machinery of, and employee 

of the municipality owning the machinery and equipment. 
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 f. The lending municipality shall be liable for any negligent acts resulting from the 

operation of its machinery or equipment by its owner.  In the event damages are cause as a result 

of directions given to perform work, then the lending municipality shall be held harmless by the 

borrowing municipality. 

 

 g. Each municipality shall remain fully responsible for its own employees, including but 

not limited to salary, benefits and Workers Compensation. 

 

4. The renting, borrowing or leasing, repairing or maintaining of any particular piece of 

machinery or equipment, or the exchange or borrowing of materials or supplies, or the providing 

of a specific service shall be evidenced by the signing of a Memorandum by the Superintendent.  

Such Memorandum may be delivered to the other party via mail, personal delivery, facsimile 

machine, or any other method of transmission agreed upon.  In the event there is no written 

acceptance of the Memorandum, the receipt of the materials or supplies or the acceptance of a 

service shall be evidence of the acceptance of the offer to rent, exchange or lend.  

 

5.  In the event any shared services arrangement is made without a Memorandum at the time of 

receipt of the shared service, the Superintendent receiving the shared service shall within five 

days thereof, send to the provider a Memorandum identifying the type, time and date of the 

acceptance of the repair or maintenance shared service.  In the event shared service related to or 

included any materials or supplies, such Memorandum shall identify such materials or supplies 

and time and place of delivery. 

 

6.  In the event a municipality wishes to rent machinery or equipment from another municipality 

or in the event a municipality wishes to determine the value, it is agreed that the value of the 

shared service shall be set forth in the Memorandum. 

 

7.  All machinery and the operator, for the purposes of workers compensation, liability and any 

other relationship with third parties, except as provided in paragraph e of Section 3 of this 

agreement, shall be considered the machinery of, and the employee of, the municipality owning 

the machinery and equipment. 

 

8.  In the event machinery or equipment being operated by an employee or the owning 

municipality is damaged or otherwise in need of repair while working for another municipality, 

the municipality owning the machinery or equipment shall be responsible to make or pay for 

such repairs.  In the event machinery or equipment is operated by an employee of the borrowing, 

receiving or renting municipality, such municipality shall be responsible for such repairs.   

 

9.  Records shall be maintained by each municipality setting forth all machinery rentals, 

exchanges, borrowing, repair or maintenance and other shared services.  Such records will be 

available for inspection by any municipality which has shared services with such municipality. 

 

10.  In the event a dispute arises relating to any repair, maintenance or shared service, and in the 

event such dispute cannot be resolved between the parties, such dispute may be resolved through 

mediation or arbitration.   

 

11.  Any municipality which is a party to the contract may revoke such contract by filing a notice 

of such revocation.  Upon the revocation of such contract, any outstanding obligations shall be 

submitted within thirty days of such revocation unless the parties with whom an obligation is 

due agree in writing to extend such date of settlement.   

 

12.  Any action taken by the Superintendent pursuant to the provisions of this contract shall be 

consistent with the duties of such official and expenditures incurred shall not exceed the amounts 

set forth in the Town budget for highway purposes.   

 

13.  The record of all transactions that have taken place as a result of the Town of Walton 

participating in the services afforded by the contract shall be kept by the Superintendent and a 

statement thereof, in a manner satisfactory to the Town Board, shall be submitted to the Town 

Board semiannually on or before the first day of June and on or before the first day of December 

of each year following the filing of the contract, unless the Town Board requests the submission 

of records at different times and dates.   
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14.  If any provision of the contract is deemed to be invalid or inoperative for any reason, that 

part shall be deemed modified to the extent necessary to make it valid and operative, or if it 

cannot be modified, then severed, and the remainder of the contract shall be continued in full 

force and effect as if the contract had been signed with the invalid portion so modified or 

eliminated.   

 

15.  This contract shall be reviewed each year by the Town of Walton and shall expire five years 

from the date of its signing by the Chief Executive Officer.  The Town of Walton Board may 

extend or renew this contract at the termination thereof for another five-year period.   

 

16.  Copies of this contract shall be sent to the Clerk and the Superintendent of each municipality 

with which the Superintendent anticipates engaging in shared services.  No shared services shall 

be conducted by the Superintendent except with the Superintendent of a municipality that has 

completed a shared services contract and has sent a copy thereof to the Clerk of his municipality 

and the Superintendent. 

 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the Town of Walton has by order of the Town Board, caused these 

presents to be subscribed by the Chief Executive Officer, and the seal of the Town of Walton to 

be affixed and attested by the Clerk thereof, this 10th day of August, 2015. 

 

Town of Walton: 

 

BY _______________________ 

 Joseph M. Cetta, Town Supervisor 

 

 

ATTEST___________________ 

 Ronda L. Williams, Town Clerk 

 

The Town Clerk is authorized and directed to file a copy of the contract set forth in this resolution 

with the Chief Executive Officer of the following municipalities: 

  

 Delaware County DPW 

 Delaware Valley Agricultural Society 

 Town of Andes 

 Town of Colchester 

 Town of Delhi 

 Town of Deposit 

 Town of Franklin 

 Town of Hamden 

 Town of Hancock 

 Town of Masonville 

 Town of Middletown 

 Town of Sidney 

 Town of Tompkins 

 Village of Delhi 

 Village of Walton 

 Walton Central School 

 Walton Fire District 

 Walton Cemetery Association 

 

This resolution shall take effective immediately. 

 

The vote having been taken upon such resolution the result was a follow: 

 

 Council Member     Yes   No 

  Kevin Armstrong    x   ___ 

  Patty Wood     x   ___ 

  Leonard Govern    x   ___ 

  Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt   x   ___ 
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 Town Supervisor 

  Joseph M. Cetta     x   ___ 

 

There being a majority of the Town Board voting to approve the resolution, the resolution was 

declared by the Town Supervisor to be adopted, I, Ronda L. Williams, Clerk of the Town of 

Walton, hereby certify that the above is correct text of the resolution adopted by the Town Board 

of the Town of Walton on the 9th day of November, 2020 and that the above is the complete and 

whole text of such resolution. 

       __________________________ 

       Ronda L. Williams 

       Town Clerk 

SEAL 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #118 RESIGNATION PLANNING BOARD MEMBER 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Wood, seconded by 

Govern to accept the resignation of Gale Sheridan from the Town 

of Walton Planning Board effective December 31, 2020.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

 

Supervisor Cetta asked Emergency Disaster Committee to follow 

up with the Mandatory Emergency Disaster Plan development and 

report back to the Board.  Code Enforcement Dutcher stated the 

County has a plan the he used to mirror for the Town of Walton.   

 

I explained that this new requirement must be focused on 

communicable diseases, but could be incorporated within our 

Emergency Disaster Plan. Dr. Rod suggested reaching out to the 

Department of Health and adjust their plan to meet our needs. 

 

Walter Geidel stated that the Cornell Local Roads website is 

asking for written plans and believes a town has placed one on this 

website. 

 

Reported that Sean Leddy, Steve Dutcher and Supervisor Cetta 

over a conference call discussed putting a design together for the 

development of the Riverwalk Trail.  Supervisor Cetta stated the 

awarded Mattern grant money would be used for this purpose. 

 

Reported that he received communication for NYC stating that 

they are in receipt of his request for recreation use of land 

purchased on County Highway 21. 

 

COUNTY: 

 

No report 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT:  

 

Councilwoman Wood thanked Supervisor Cetta for following up 

with having a light installed in the pavilion at Veterans Plaza. 

 

Councilwoman Wood informed the Board that the Chamber of 

Commerce have purchased lights to be placed on the Veterans 

Plaza tree, as well as the Wayne Bank tree. 

 

Walter Geidel reported there was no movement of FEMA funds. 
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APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

RESOLUTION #119  APPROVAL OF BILLS 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Wood seconded by 

Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the vouchers as presented for 

payment. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

          

    General Fund A  #194-233 $51,725.00 

    General OV B   #13-25  $8,386.69 

    General Hwy DA  #98-106 $47,714.20 

    General OV Hwy DB  #40-44  $23,082.11 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

RESOLUTION #120  EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by Wood 

to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing a 

matter relating to a particular employee, all in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Entered 6:50 p.m. 

 

Motion by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by 

Wood to close executive session. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Out 7:35 p.m. 

 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was 

adjourned 7:35 p.m. 

 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

     Ronda Williams 

     Town Clerk  

    


