TOWN BOARD MEETING
August 4, 2025
6:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Councilwoman Patty Wood,
Leonard Govern, Councilman Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt,
Supervisor Joseph Cetta and Town Clerk Tamara MacDonald

ABSENT: Highway Superintendent Jeff Offnick, Attorney Carly Walas

OTHERS PRESENT: Chris Slomker, Mayor Eilertsen, Bill Vangorder

Supervisor Cetta stood and gave a proclamation for a moment
of Silence and honored the Life and Service of Walter Gediel, a
Firefighter and Highway Supervisor.

Whereas, our community has recently experienced the
profound loss of a dedicated public servant- A courageous
firefighter and a respected Highway Supervisor — whose
tireless commitment, leadership, and compassion have left an
indelible mark upon our town and village.

Whereas, the firefighter selflessly served with unwavering
bravery protecting lives and property, and exemplifying the
highest ideals of service, courage, and sacrifice.

Whereas, the Highway Supervisor led with vision, integrity,
and a steadfast devotion to the wellbeing and progress of all
residents, fostering a spirit of unity and stewardship in our
community.

Whereas, his passing is deeply felt by family, friends,
colleagues, and the people whose lives he touched, and his
legacy will endure in the hearts of all who knew him.

Now, therefore, be it proclaimed that we, as a united
community, pause to honor his memory, his service, and the
example he set for all.

May his courage and commitment continue to inspire us, and
may his memory be a blessing to all.



FLOOR TIME:

Bill Vangorder took the floor to speak about the insurance
policy’s and how to go about the making of the local law for
ATV/UTV’s in the Town of Walton. He suggested that the best
way to go make a local law is to speak to the Association of
Towns and go over everything with them.

RESOLUTION #89 ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by
Govern, approving the minutes of July 14, 2025 as presented.
All in favor, motion carried.

ASSESSOR REPORT:

Assessor’s Report to Board August 2025
e The 2025 final roll property record information has been uploaded to the

Delaware County SDG website online. The link to the website is
https://delaware.sdgnys.com/search.aspx
e Enhanced Star exemptions will now be administered by the State. They will

be notifying the Assessors of anyone aging into the enhanced star exemption.
They already monitor the age of the Star Credit recipients and notify
Assessors when the Basic Star Credit should be upgraded to the Enhanced.
The exemption is a savings deducted directly to your school tax bill; the
Credit is a check mailed to you each September. The amounts are similar,
though the Credit can increase up to 2% per year, the exemption was capped
in 2019. To switch from exemption to credit, contact the State at
www.tax.ny.gov or call 518-457-2036.
e There is legislation currently in progress, which if passed will fully exempt

completely disabled veterans from property tax, provided their property
meets certain requirements as far as accessible modifications and financial
requirements are met.
If passed into law, NY'S Office of Real Property Tax services will have more guidance for
Assessors about the administration of the new exemptions / procedures.
e [ have not heard back from ISD about transitioning to a laptop in the fall

when Windows 10 is no longer supported on the desktop. I plan to contact
them again in the near future.
e Out of around 73 grievances filed we have had 3 small claims filed for

review of those assessments. This is overseen by a Hearing Officer appointed
by the 6t h Judicial District. Now that COVID restrictions are lifted, it’s likely
the reviews will be held in-person in the Town Hall. Two of the small claims
have been filed by private citizens, the other by a downstate grievance
company.

Respectfully submitted

July 31, 2025

Penny Haddad



CODE ENFORCEMENT:

Town of Walton
Code Enforcement Office

Garrett Newbauer
Monthly Summary Report
Month of July 2025
Building Permits Issued 8
Building Inspections Completed 3
Fire Inspections Completed 0
Notices of Violation Issued 1
Tickets Issued 0
Certificates Issued 3
Complaints Received 1

Floodplain Development
Permits Issued
CO Searches 2

S

DOG CONTROL REPORT:

Chris Bodo
Dog Control Officer
Town of Walton
129 North Street
Walton, NY 13856
July 2025
Report
Complaints: 6
Dogs Seized: 0
Humane Society: 0
Dangerous Dogs: 0
Tickets: 0
Redemption Fees: 0 for $10.00 Town Kennel

Assisted other Departments: 3 Sheriffs Dept. and Health Dept.



SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

TOWN OF WALTON HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
25091 STATE HIGHWAY 10

WALTON, NY 13856
607-865-5120

TO: WALTON TOWN BOARD
FROM: JEFF OFFNICK, HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

DATE: 8/4/2025
RE: REPORT

v" We have been helping other towns with their paving and sealing operations,
v" We are scheduled to rent a road side mower starting 8/11/2025.

v" We are continuing with

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

RESOLUTION # 90

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Cetta had nothing

ditch and shoulder work as well as mowing.

Financial Reports have been provided, more to come upon
completion.

I gave a shout out to Karen Eckhardt Oralls. Thank you for
donating pictures of the rebuilding of Beer’s Brook and Houch
Mountain Road by Raymond Orall’s and Harold “Butch”
Neale.

USE OF FACILITES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by
Govern to approve the Chamber of Commerce use of Veteran’s
Plaza on August 30, 2025 from 10am -6pm for the purpose of an
End of Summer Vendor Fest. All in favor, motion carried.

to report at this time.



COMITTEE REPORT:

Councilwoman Wood suggested that we order a new sign and change the wordage on the sign
at Veteran’s Plaza that states, no loitering, closed from dusk to dawn.

Councilman Armstrong brought to the board the Herkimer County Legislature resolution for
Vehicle and traffic law to allow ATV/UTV to be registered to go along with the Local law and
he would like for Supervisor Cetta to bring it to the County as well.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION# 91 APPROVAL OF BILLS
A motion was made by Councilman Wood seconded by
Armstrong approving the vouchers as presented for payment.
All in favor, motion carried.
General Fund A #138-151 $9,594.15
General OV B #15 $35.39
General HWY DA #67-72 $2,683.68
OV HWY DB #28-33 $265,221.01

RESOLUTION # 92 EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilman Wood, seconded by
Armstrong to enter into executive session for personal.

Entered 7:05 p.m.

No action taken after executive session, the meeting was
adjourned 7:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tamara MacDonald
Town Clerk



